
July 24, 2018 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on July 

24, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Sharon Hodge, Jennifer Bowles 

Chad Martin and Kathy Lawson.  Staff present included City Manager Leon Towarnicki, City 

Attorney Eric Monday, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of Council Karen Roberts, 

Finance Director Linda Conover and Community Development Susan McCulloch. 

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order.  Following the Pledge to the American Flag 

and invocation by Council Member Lawson, Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider recognizing Sharon Brooks Hodge for her service to the citizens of 

Martinsville as a Council Member from January 2013 through July 2018 –Council 

Members presented Council Member Hodge with a proclamation and a key to the City.  

Council Member Hodge thanked the residents and council for allowing her to be a part of 

Martinsville. Public service is a very difficult job and she is grateful for the opportunity to 

serve.  Hodge thanked the City Manager and staff for always treating her with respect.  

She hopes that Council does not evolve into a charity league or a homeowners association; 

and stated that there are some topics that need attention. The sewer rates were increased 

two years ago and Henry County has not been held accountable for what they owe.  She 

feels that the public should be informed about where the New College money was spent 

and hold Dr, Boaz accountable.  Hodge says her regret was voting against reversion four 

years ago; she doesn’t believe Martinsville can afford the burden of constitutional offices 

and the schools and if she had remained on Council, she would vote reversion for that 

reason.  Hodge feels that a special election should be held to fill her vacancy and that it 

should be up to the residents and not council members to choose their representative.  

Mayor Teague is saddened to see her leave.  He sees her as analytical, smart and focused 

on improved processes.  Although they have not always agreed on topics, he respects her 

passion for the residents and her beliefs.  Council Member Bowles said it is hard to let 

Hodge go but she is happy for her future endeavors.  Bowles thanked Hodge for being 

hard on her and challenging her; she has learned a lot from her. Bowles thanked Hodge 

for serving on Council and allowing her to feel like she has a place. Bowles thanked her for 

being a role model.  Vice Mayor Martin said he was sad when Hodge announced she was 

leaving.  Hodge has kept him humble and he appreciates her strength. Council Member 

Lawson said she is watched Hodge grow on Council and it has been welcoming to see her 

come to Council prepared, she valued opinions and she did not mind asking the tough 

questions.  Lawson stated that she has the utmost respect for Hodge.  Former Mayor 

Danny Turner said he appreciated his time working with Hodge on Council. Turner said 

Hodge worked hard to bring jobs to the City and voting against rate increases.  Hodge said 
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she enjoyed working with Turner and he taught her to not prejudge people. Wayne Knox, 

Community Development said Hodge told him early on that it would be a challenge but 

during her time on council, she has been an agent of change.  Rosie Carter, Morning Star 

Church representative said Reverend Millner was unable to attend but sent his well 

wishes and he appreciates everything Hodge did while she was on Council.  City Attorney 

Monday said he has always admired and appreciated women leaders. Hodge has stood up 

and fought for the City’s best interest and she has been an excellent Council Member.  

City Manager Towarnicki says Hodge has a reputation for asking tough questions, which 

allows people to look at and think about things a little different.  When the topic is 

discussed, there is no question where she stands.  

 

Hear a brief presentation from Mr. Roger Wilson, a member of the Board of 

Aldermen for the City of Frederick, Maryland – Mr. Wilson grew up in Axton.  His first 

introduction to public service was a school field trip to the fire department.  The City of 

Frederick is the second largest city in Maryland with a population of 70,000 and continues 

to grow.  Like Martinsville, Frederick has issues with heroin and opioid abuse and the 

senior population.  In 1976, there was a major flood and from that catastrophe, they 

decided to build an anchor infrastructure.  Wilson shared a video about Frederick.  The 

minority community is growing as well as the economic community. Frederick is hip, 
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historic, and trying to attract a younger population. Housing affordability is an issue that 

they continue to work on.  Treatment facilities and needle exchanges are in the works to 

help fight the opioid epidemic. Wilson is excited to bring his family back to Martinsville 

since he sees so much improvement.  Council Member Bowles asked about the median 

income and age.  Wilson said median age was 36 years old and median income is $86,000 

but that salary is skewed because of those traveling to Washington or Baltimore for 

employment. Frederick has been branded as a “bedroom community” but they are working 

to change that with diverse industries.   

Hear an update on the Interstate 73 project – Rob Catron and John Stirrup, I-73 

Coalition Co-Executive Directors were in attendance.  Catron detailed the three projects 

currently underway. He explained the benefits of the Martinsville-Southern Connector 

Study.  Catron detailed the Route 220 Preservation and Improvement Plan.  
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Presentation of proclamation regarding Tuesday, August 7, 2018 National Night Out 

– Council Member Bowles read the proclamation and presented it to Officer Coretha 

Gravely and Neighborhood Watch captains in attendance. Police Chief Cassady thanked 

the neighborhood watch captains and committees and recognized the three National Night 

Out locations open to the public. 
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Read a proclamation recognizing former Martinsville Bulletin reporter Mickey Powell 

– Council Member Hodge read the proclamation which will be mailed to Mr. Powell.  
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Consider approval on second reading of Ordinance 2018-Z-3 amending the Zoning 

Map to extend the TND-O zone along the Fayette Street corridor – Council Member Lawson 

made a motion to approve the ordinance on second reading.  Vice Mayor Martin seconded 

the motion with the following roll call: Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member 

Bowles, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; and Vice Mayor Martin, 

aye. Motion passes 5-0. 
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Hear an update on the status of efforts related to cleanup, demolition, and 

remediation of the two burn sites on Aaron Street – The City has gained approval on the 

Aaron Street property and consultants have visited the site, triggering the phase 1 
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assessment of that location.  Contractors will be working to remove the metal from the 

property to prepare the property for phase II.  Consultants are also working to get 

additional funding for the cleanup of the property.  201 and 209 Aaron Street have been 

secured.  200 Aaron Street will be secured as part of the recent agreement; if the property 

is not secured by the owners then the City will handle it then bill them.  

Consider setting a date for a special Council meeting to discuss options for filling a 

vacant Council seat – Council agreed on an open session for Tuesday, July 31 at 7:00pm. 

Consider adoption of a resolution expanding the City’s Urban Development Area 

(UDA) to include the “West End UDA” – Susan McCulloch summarized the plan and 

actions taken to expand the UDA.  Council Member Hodge made a motion to adopt the 

resolution.  Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all council voting in favor. 

Consider adoption of a resolution in support of the City’s application for two Smart 

Scale Projects – Council Member Lawson made a motion to adopt the resolution.  Council 

Member Bowles seconded the motion with all council voting in favor.     

Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Bowles made a motion to 

approve the Consent Agenda as presented.  Council Member Hodge seconded the motion 

with all Council voting in favor. 
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Business from the Floor – Fire Chief Ted Anderson said it has been a pleasure to work 

with Council Member Hodge and wishes her well on her adventures.  Anderson shared that 

Laura Lawson, the Fire Department Executive Assistant has been working hard on a grant 

which was awarded over $200,000 grant money that will be used for the departments out-of-

date air packs.   

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Hodge said “it’s been real and 

it’s been fun”.  Council Member Lawson reminded residents that the baseball season will end 

soon and invited residents to attend.  Council Member Bowles invited residents to the Back to 

School Bash on Saturday.  Vice Mayor Martin appreciates the mentorship and fellowship 

during the trip to VML last week with the City Manager and Mayor.  Martin thanked Council 

Member Hodge for being a trailblazer. Mayor Teague thanked Council Member Hodge again for 

her service on Council.  

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki thanked Council Member Hodge 

also for her time on Council.   

There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 9:22 pm. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


